IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims and replaces all earlier 
listings and all earlier versions. 



be 




(Canceled). 

2 A (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to one of claims 
claim 6 or claim 7Awherein said comparison means includes computation means for 
computing degree onsimilarity between the scene-change frame and the image that has 
been designated by said designation means, and 

whereimsaid scene extraction means extracts the scene corresponding to said 
image based upon results of computation performed by said computation means. 



3. and 4. 



(Canceled) 



5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to on e of claims 
claim 6 or claim 7, wherein skid designating means designates a pattern image that 
corresponds to any of a leading, intermediate or final frame of a scene that is the object of a 
search. 



6. (CurrentlylAmended) An image processing apparatus for processing 
a moving picture having scrccn-cliangc scene-change information, comprising: 
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designating means for designating an image that corresponds to a scene that 
is the object of a searc h, wh e r e in said designating means is capable of designating the 
numbe r of scenes to be ext r acted and the number of scenes included in a moving picture ; 

comparison means for comparing a scene-change fram e, which is obtained 
by referring^) the scene-change information [[and]] with the image that has been 
designated b\ said designation means; 

I scene extraction means for extracting a scene from the number of scenes 
designated by said designation means, that corresponds to the image based upon a result of 
the comparison\)erformed by said comparison means; and 

oltput means for e diting scenes that have been combining each of the 
moving pictures extracted by said scene extraction means and combining these ext r acted 
scenes into a singL moving picture. 

7. \ (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for processing 
a moving picture having sc r een-change scene-change information, comprising: 

designating means for designating an image that corresponds to a scene that 
is the object of a searc HL wh er ein said d e signating m e ans is capable of designating and time 
lengt h of a scene to be e xt r acted ; 

comparison means for comparing a scene-change fram e, which is 
obtained by referring to tne scene-change information, [[and]] with the image that has been 
designated by said designation means; 
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scene extraction means for extracting a scene fr om moving pictures, 
each of wKich has scenes of the time length of scenes and includes a scene corresponding to 
the image obsignated by designation mean s, that co rr esponds to the image based upon a 
result of the comparison performed by said comparison means; and 

output means for editing scenes that have been combining each of 
the moving pi&ures extracted by said scene extraction means and combining these 
extracted scenes into a single moving picture. 

8. \ (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
said designating means is capable of designating the number of scenes to be extracted with 
regard to frames pri\>r to and with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding to 
the pattern image. 

9. ((Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
said designating means is capable of designating the time of a scene to be extracted with 
regard to frames prior tp and with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding to 
the pattern image. 

10. (Canceled). 



11. (C 



:iirr< 



ently Amended) The method according to one of claims claim 



15 or claim 16, wherein said comparison step includes a computation step, of computing 
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degree of similarity between the scene-change frame and the image that has been 
designated in said designation step, and 

\ wherein said scene extraction step includes extracting the scene 
correspcmding to the image based upon results of computation performed in said 
computation step. 

\ 12. and 13. (Canceled). 

\ 1 4. (Currently Amended) The method according to one of claims claim 
15 or claim 16Awherein said designating step includes designating a pattern image that 
corresponds to any of a leading, intermediate or final frame of a scene that is the object of a 
search. \ 

15.1 (Previously Presented) An image processing method for processing a 
moving picture havW screen-change information, comprising: 

a designating step, of designating an image that corresponds to a scene that 
is the object of a search, wherein said designating step includes optionally designating the 
number of scenes to bp extracted; 

a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, which is obtained by 
referring to the scene change information and the image that has been designated in said 
designation step; I 
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a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the number of scenes 
designated inisaid designation step, that corresponds to the image based upon a result of the 
comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

Ian output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in said scene 
extraction stepland combining these extracted scenes into a single moving picture. 

116. (Previously Presented) An image processing method for processing a 
moving picture having screen-change information, comprising: 
moving picture; 

a designating step, of designating an image that corresponds to a scene that 
is the object of a search, wherein said designating step includes optionally designating time 
length of a scene to be extracted; 

a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, which is obtained by 
referring to the scene change information that has been stored in said storage step, and the 
image that has beenldesignated in said designation step; 

a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the number of scenes 
designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image based upon a result of the 
comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

an output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in said scene 
extraction step and c >mbining these extracted scenes into a single moving picture. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 15, wherein 
said designating step includes designating the number of scenes to be extracted with regard 
to framesiprior to and with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding to the 
pattern image. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 6, wherein 
said designatirk step includes designating the time of a scene to be extracted with regard to 
frames prior to pd with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding to the pattern 
image. 

19. \ (Canceled). 

20. \ (Previously Presented) A computer-readable memory storing 
program code of ima^e processing for processing a moving picture having screen-change 
information, the merlory including: 

program code of a designating step, of designating an image that 
corresponds to. a scene^that is the object of a search, wherein said designating step includes 
optionally designating the number of scenes to be extracted; 

program code of a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, 
which is obtained by referring to the scene-change information, and the image that has been 
designated in said designation step; 
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\ program code of a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the 
number of scenes designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image based 
upon result of the comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

\ program code of an output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in 
said scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving 
picture. \ 




21. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable memory storing 



program code of image processing for processing a moving picture having screen-change 
information, the memory including: 

program code of a designating step, of designating an image that 
corresponds to a scene that is the object of a search, wherein said designating step includes 
optionally designating the number of scenes to be extracted; 

program code of a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, 
which is obtained by referring to the scene-change information, and the image that has been 
designated in said designation step; 

program code of a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the 
number of scenes designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image based 
upon result of the comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

program cone of an output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in 
said scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving 
picture. \ 
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